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By aac Bickerftaff Ela; 





Facile eft inventis addere 





From my own Apartment, April'io. 
Was taft Night in an Affembly of very Fine 
Women. How I came among them, is of no 
great Importance to the Reader. I fhall only 
let him know, that I_ was betrayed into fo 
good Company by the Device ofan old Friend, 
who had promited. to give fome of his Female Ac- 
quaintance a Sight of Mr. Bickerftaff. Upon heat- 
ing my Name mentioned, a Lady who tat by me 
told me, they had brought together a Female Con- 
fort for my Entertainment. You muft know, fays 

fhe, that we all of us look upon our felves to 
Mufical Inftruments, tho’ we do not yet know of 
what Kind, which we hope to learn from you, 1 
you will give us Leave to play before you. This 
was followed by a general Laugh, which I always 
look upon as a neceflar Flourith in the Opening 
of a Female Confort. They then {truck up together, 
and play'd a whole Hour upon Two Grounds, viz. 
the Fryal, and the Opera. 1 could not but obierve, 
that feveral of their Notes were more foft, and {e- 
veral more fharp, than any that ever I heard in a 
Male Confort ; tho’ I muft confefs, there was not 
any Regard to Time, nor any of thofe Refis 
and Paufes which are frequent in the of 
the other Sex. Befides, that the Mufick was gene- 
mally full, and no particular Inftrument permitted 

to play long by its felf. ‘ 

* Tfeem’d fo very well pleafed with what every 
one faid, and filed with fo much Complaifance 
at all their pretty Fancies, that tho’ I did not put 
wenn they han oh Diicourfe, I have the —— 
) thi. cooked upon me as very agreeable 
Company. 1 then told ‘em, That if I wane to 
draw the Picture of fo many er 
it fhould be like one I had feen of the Mutes, with 
their feveral Inftruments in their Hands. Upon 
which the Lady Kettle-Drum toffed back her Head, 
‘d, A very pretty Simile! The Confort again 


ma ry prett A: 
‘ sevived; in which, with Nods, Smiles, and Appro- 


, 1 bore the Part rather of one who beats the 
Time, than of a Performer. 

I was no fooner retired to my Lodgings, but I 
fan over in my ag the feveral Characters of 
this Fair Aflembly, which I fhall give fome Account 
af, becaufe they are various in their Kind, and may 
tach of them {tand as a Sample of a whole Species. 

The Perfon who pleafed me moft was a Flute, 
am Inftrument that, without any great Compafs, 
bath fomething exquifitely fiweet and foft in its 

und: It lulls and fooths the Ear, and fills it 
with fuch a gentle Kind of Melody, as keeps the 
Mind awake without ftartling it, and raifes a moft 
agreeable Paflion between Traniport and Indolence. 
In thort,, the Mufick of the Flute is the Converfa- 
ton of a mild and amiable Woman, that has no- 

hg in it very elevated, or at the Jame Time any 
Thing mean or trivial. ; 
I muft here obferve, that the Hautboy is the 
moft perfect of the Flute-Species, which, with 
the Sweetnefs of the Sound, hath a greater 
and Variety of Notes ; though at the fame 
Time I muft obferve, that the Hautboy in one Sex 
8 as fcarce as the Harpficord in the other. 

By the Side of the Flute there fat a Flageolet, for 

I mutt call a certain young Lady, who fancying 
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her felf a Wit, defpifed the Mufick of the Flute as 
low and infipid, and would be entertaining the 
Company with tart ill-natured Obfervations, 
Fancies, and little Turns, which fhe imagin‘d to 
be full of Life and Spirit. The Flageolet therefore 
doth not differ from the Flute fo much in the Com- 
pafs of its Notes, as in the Shrilnefs and Sharpnefs 
of the Sound. We muft however take Notice, 
that the Flageolets among their own Sex are more 
valued and efteemed than the Flutes. 

There chanced to be a Coquet in the Confort, 
that with a great many skittifh Notes, affected 
Squeaks, and {tudied Inconfiltencies, diftinzuith’d 


if her felf from the reft of the Company. She did not 


fpeak a Word during the whole 7rya/; but I 
thought fhe would never have done upon the 
Opera. One while fhe would break out upon, That 
hideous King ! Then upon the charming Black-moor ! 
Then, Ob that dear Lion! Then would hum over 
Two or Three Notes; then run to the Window to 
fee what Coach was coming. The yo there- 
fore I muft diftinguifh by that Mufical Inftrument 
which is commonly known by the Name of a Kitt, 
that is more jiggith than the Fiddle it felf, and 
never founds but to a Dance, 

The Fourth Perfon who bore a Part in the Con- 
verfation was a Prude, who ftuck to the Tryal, 
and was filent upon the whole Opera. The Gravi- 
ty of her Cenfures, and Compoiure of her Voice, 
which were often attended with fupercilious Cafts 
of the Eye, and a feeming Contempt for the Light- 
nefs of the Converfation, put me in Mind of 
that ancient ferious Matron-like Inftrument the 
Virginal. : . 

_1 muft not pafs over in Silence a Lancafbire Horn- 

ipe, by which I would fignify a young Country 

ady, who with a great deal of Mirth and Inno- 
cence diverted the Company very agreeably; and, 
if 1am not miftaken, by that Time the Wildnefs 
of her Notes are a little foftened, and the Redun- 
dancy of her Mufick reftrained by Converfation 
and good Company, will be improved into one of 
the moft amiable Flutes about the Town. Your 
Romps and Boarding-Schoo! Girls fail likewife un- 
der this Denomination, 

On the Right-Hand of the Hornpipe fat a Wel/b 
Harp, an Inftrument which very much delights in 
the Tunes of old Hiftorical Ballads, and 1n cclebra- 
ting the Renown’d Actions and Exploits of ancient 
Britifh Heroes. By this Inftrument 1 therefore 
would deferibe a certain Lady, who is ene of thofe 
Female Hiftorians that upon all Occafions enters in- 
to Pedigrees and Defcents, and finds her {elf rela- 
ted, by fome Off-fhoot or other, to almoft every 
great Family in ~— : For which Reaton fhe 
jarrs and is out of Tune very often in Converfa- 
tion, for the Company’s want of due Attention 
and Refpect to her. 

But the moft fanourous Part of our Confort was 
a She-Drum, or (as the Vulgar call it) a Kettles 
Drum, who accompanied her Difcourfe with Mo- 
tions of the Body, Tofles of the Head, and Bran- 
difhes of the Fan. Her Mufick was loud, bold 
and mafculine. Every Thump the gave alarined 
the Company, -< very often fet fome body or 
other in at a bl ra - 
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The faft 1 fhall mention was a certain Roman- 
tick Inftrument called a Dulcimer, wha talked of 
nothing but fhady Woods, flowry Meadows, and 
purling Streams, Larks and Nightingals, with: all 
the Beauties of the Spring, and the Pleafures of a 
Country Life. This Inftrument hath a fine melan- 
eat Sweetnefs in it, and goes very well with the 
lute. 

I think moft of the converfable Part of Woman- 
kind may be found under one of the foregoing Divi- 
fions; but it mutt be confefied, that the greater 
Number of that Sex, notwithftanding they have 
naturally a‘ great Genius for being talkative, are 
not Miftreffes of more than one Note;_ with which 
however, by frequent Repetition, they make a 
greater Sound than thofe who are pofleffed of the 
whole Gammut, as may be obferved in your La- 
sums or Houfhold Scolds, and in your Caftinets 
or impertinent Tittle-Tattles, who have no. other 
Variety in their Difcourfe but that of «.lking 

* flower or fafter. 

Upon communicating this Scheme of Mufick to 
an old Friend of mine, who was formerly « Man 
of Gallantry anda Rover, he told me, That he be- 
lieved he had been in Love with every Ynftrument 
in my Confort. The firft that fmit him was a 
Hornpipe, who lived near his Father's Houte in the 
Country; but upon his failing to meet her at an 
Affize, according to Appointment, fhe caft him off. 
His next Paffion was for a Kettle-Drum, whom he 
fell in Love with at a Play ; but when he became 
acquainted with her, not finding the Softneis of her 

in her Converfation, he grew cool to her ; tho’ 
at the fame Time he could not deny, but that the 
behaved ber felf very much like a Gentleman. His 
Third Miftrefs was a Dulcimer, who he found 
took great Delight in fighing and languifhing, but 
would go no further than the Preface of Matri- 
mony ; fo that fhe would never let a Lover have 
any more of her than her Heart, which, after ha- 
ving won, he was forced to leave her, as defpairing 
of any further Succefs. I mutt confefs, fays my 
Friend, I have often confidered her with a great 
deal of Admiration ; and I find her Pleafure is fo 
much in this firft Step of an Amour, that her Life 
will pafs away in Dream, Solitude, and Solilo- 
quy, till her Decay of Charms makes her {natch at 
the worft Man that ever pretended to her. In the 
next Place, fays my Friend, 1 fell in Love witha 
Kitt, who led me {uch a Dance through all the Va- 
rieties of a familiar, cold, fond, and indifferent Be- 
havieur, that the World began to grow cenforious, 
tho’ without any Caufe: For which Reafon, to re- 
cover our Reputations, we parted by Confent. To 
mend my Hand, fays he, I made my next Applica- 
tion toa Virginal, who gave me great Encourage- 
ment, after her cautious Manner, till fome mali- 
cious Companion told her of my long Paffion for 
the Kitt, which made her turn me off asa {canda- 
lous Fellow. At length, in Defpair, (fays he) I 
betook my felf to a Welfb Harp, who rejected me 
with Contempt, after having found that my Great 
Grandmother was a Brewer's Daughter. { Gand 
by the Sequel of my Friend’s Difcourfe, that he had 
never afpired to a Hautboy; thathe had been exaf- 
perated by a Flageolet ; and that to this very Day, 
he pines away for a Flute. 

pon the Whole, having throughly confidered 
how abfolutely neceflary it is that Two Inftruments 
which are to play together for Life, fhould be cx- 
actly tuned, and go in perfeét Confort with each 
other, I would propofe to find out proper Matches 
between the Mufick of both Sexes, according to the 
following Table of Marriage. 


1. Drum and Kettle-Drum. 

2. Lute and Flute. 

3. Harpficord and Hautboy. 

4. Violin and Flageolet. 

5. Bafs-Viol and Kitt. 

6. Trumpet and Wel/h Harp. 
7. Hunting-Horn and Horn-Pipe. 
8. Bagpipe and Caftanets. 

9. Paffing-Bell and Virginal. 


Mr, Bickerftaff, in Confideration of bis ancien 
Friendfbip and Acquaintance xith Mr, Betterton, ang 
great Effeem for his Merit, fammons all_his Dijciples, 
whether dead or living, mad or tame, Toafts, Smarts 
Dappers, Pretty Fellows, Muficians or Scrapers, to 
make their Appearance at the Playhoufe in the Hay. 
Market, on Thurfday next; when there will be a Ply 
atted for the Benefit of the faid Mr, Betterton. 


Advertisements, 


x*, PROPOSALS for Printing the 
LUCUBRATIONS of Ifaac Bickerftaff Efq; 
by Subfcriptions, in Two Volumes in O@avo, on a 
Large Chara&ter, and Fine Royal Paper, are to be feen, 
and Subfcriptions taken, at Charles Lillie’s, a Perfumer, 
at the Corner of Beauford-Buildings in the Strand, and 
John Morphew’s near Stationers-Hall. All Perfons that 
defign to fubfcribe to this Work, are defired to fend 
in their Subfcriptions, the Book being put to Prefs, in 
order to be publith’d with all Expedition. ; 
O fatisfy Gentlemen and Ladies who it is that woyld 
impofe, in Relation to thofe Men and Women’s Gowns to be fold 
at she Otive-Tree and Still at Charing-Crofs, advertised again 
in the Poft.Man, with Invitation to Ludgate-Hill ; If they pleafe to 
enquire at any Shop on the faid Hill, they may be fatis{y'd that 
there is not a Qaarter of the Choice, as there is in the Room at 
Charing-Crofs; nor can they afford fo good Pennyworths, becaufe 
upon ey thefe will be truly found to be the Goods of Per. 
ous that fared, 
"Tite are to acquaint all Lovers of Art, That 
Mr. Roffe his Collection of Pictures, being of the moi 
celebrated Mafters, will be fold by AuGion on Thurfday the 
zoth Inftanr, at Ten oi the Cieck, at his Houfe in Henrietta. 
{treet, Covent-Garden,” The Pi€tures,to be feen on Monday, 
Tuefday, and Wednefday, before che Sale; where Catalo 
will be given. Atter which, his Drawings, Prints, and other 
Curiofities, will be fold by Auction. 
#'« Juft publith’d, A Meditation upon a Broomftick, 
and fomewlisc befide, of the fame-Author’s. Urile Dulci. Pr, 6d, 
The Jriginal Rife and Improvement ot the Kit-Cat Clup, a Sa- 
tyr, by Sir R. Blackmore, Pr.is. Dr. Wellwood’s Tranflation 
of the Banquet of Xenophon. Pr.2s.6d. Mr. Higden’s View 
of the Engiifh Conttitution. Price 1s.6d. Mr. Hoadly’sFoun- 
dation of the prefent Government defended. Pr.1s.6d. A 
new Edition of Petronius Arbiter, printed on an Elzevir Letter. 
in a neat Pocket Volume. Pr.is.6.d. All fold by E. Curil 
the Dial and Bible againft St. Dunftan’s Church in Fleetftreet, : 
A Gentleman having been obligéd to lay down keep> 
ing his Coach and Horfes, they are to be fold very cheap, 
nt ae at the New George Inn in Leather-lane, angina, 
Gawden. " ‘ 
Birtles of Goodmen'y-fickis, whe has been ‘fo fact 
cefsiul in the Cure of ures, eel Spring Trufity, 
(with Joints or without) fo wonderly light snd cobe, that 
one of the largeft Size feldom exceeds 4 Ounces in hele a 
ove of the fmalleft rarely exceeds a quarter of an Ounce. He is 
to be fpoke with the Forenoons — Day at his Houfe at the 
Golden Ball by the Ship-Tavern in Prefcot-ftreet, Goodman’s 
fields, London ; the Afternoons at the Golden-Ball and Naked- 
‘Boy over againft C’\¢apfide Conduit, near St. Paul’s. NN. B. For 
Privacy, he will atcend any Gentleman at any Place, rieat fhe 
Places and Hours above-mentioned, Thofe who liye in the 
Country, may be fupplied by fending Letters, His Mother, the 
Widow of the late Mr. Chriftopher Bartletr, lives at his Ho 
in Goodman’s-fields abeve-mentioned, who is very skilful in the 
Bufinefs to thofe ot her own Sex. i 
Al the Peftleand Mortar in Abchurch-lane in Lon 


bard-ftreer, London, you may have the following Medicines. 


The moft infallible Medicine yet known in England for the Cure . 


ot all Fevers in general, without Bliftering or Bleeding ; itis 
rarely known to fail once in a Hundred Initances, Intermitting 
Fevers ov Agues tho’ of féveral Years Continuance, as fome Hun- 
dreds have experienced, A Coidial Water for the Wind Cholick, 
and Specifick Pills tor a Bilious Cholick, Papers of Powder 
which kills and brings away all Sorts of Worms in old or yours 
Papers of Powder for the Green Sicknefs ; it ftrengthens ¢ a 

tite, and caufes a frefh Complexion. A. pleafant Reme 
which infallibly cures Fits of the Mother, Vapours, Head.a 
Swimming, Dizzinefs in the Head, Lethargies, Apoplexy 
Palfies. Where you may have a Medicine for the yellow and 
black Jaundice, and for moft Diftempers incident to Men, Wo 
men and Children. And alfo a Remedy for the Rheumatifm, al 
tho’ the Patients be confin’d ro their Bed ; as the Certificate of 
Mr. Freclove, with feveral others, doth teftifie. 


GAmael Mrynard, living in Lyde’s-Court neat 
st. Giles’s Church, having had the Rheumatifm and Sciatic 
for fome Time, which hinder’d me from following my Bufinels; 
but at laft, to my great Satisfaction, I payed heard of Mr. Moore, 
Apothecary, at the Peftle and Mortar in Abchurch-Lane, Londat, 
and by taking his Advice and Medicines, 1 am now {fo recover'é, 
that [| am capable of performing my Bulinefs as Former 
Witnefs my Hand, February 3. 1710. Samuel Mayanar 
Tbe Kecozd-Jnk Powder, prepared by Auftio 
Oldifworth, Stationer, at the Golden-Ball in Cannot- 
ftreet, London, for making the blackelt and moft lafting Wai 
ting Ink, far exceeding (for this Purpofe ) any diflolving Pow- 
der now publifh’d under Pretence of a Patent. Each Sixpenty 
Paper of 3 Ounces makes a Pint immediately, or a Quart if i 
fuled a Month or longer. Sold by John Morphew near St 
tioners-Hall, and the Stationers, Bookfellers and Haberdafhers 
in London, and other Cities and chief Towns in Great Brivala 
and Ireland, 
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Sold by $ohn Morphew near Stationers-Fdall ; where Adyertifements are taken in. 
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